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34.    The granting moairrery or fixed leases  being contrar)   to our
positive  orders  of  the   24th  December   1776,   paragraph   44,   and   ajrd
December 1778, paragraph 130, we cannot but express our astonishment
at your having given perpetual leases for the farm of the purgunnah of
Tellaurah,  the zemindarry of Baharbund,  the purgunnahs  of  Havelly,
Hajepore and Tuppah Murvah, and many of the principal districts in
the Patna province.    We positively direct that you procure  these leases
to be cancelled in such mode as shall be agreeable to justice in respect
to the parties to whom they are made, and we repeat our orders,  that
you do not grant fixed leases in future on an)  pretence whatever.    As
the expediency of letting the lands for a longer period than one jear,
or in perpetuity, is a great political question on which, in  the present
critical situation of our  affairs,  we cannot   at  this   time  come  to   any
determination you are to be guided by our beforementioned orders on
the subject until you shall receive our further instructions.    And as you
have granted these perpetual leases contrary to our  positive orders  we
shall hold you responsible for the consequences should  am   expence or
difficulty  arise  in procuring  their  resumption.     But  we  do   not  mean
hereby to dispossess the present holders of their lands.    On the contrary
they are to continue to possess them, from year to yeai, so long as they
pay their rents and otherwise behave to your satisfaction.
35.    Having perused your consultations on the subject of the charges
brought by Mr. Booth against the Chief and Council at Patna, as mentioned
in your Revenue Letter to the Court of the 25th November  1780, para-
graphs 63 to 66, we direct that the whole  matter be sifted  thoroughly
to the bottom;  and if any of the said charges shall  be  brought home
to the parties accused we hope and expect  that such measures will  be
taken  to  make  them  answer  for   the   same  in   the  Supreme   Court  oi
Judicature or otherwise  as  you  shall   judge  proper.      Your proceeding
in the investigation of this business with zeal,  temper and  impartiality
will give great satisfaction to your employers, and you must not fail to
acquaint  us  with   the  result.   By   punishing  such   individuals   as   may
justly become the objects of our displeasure, and which we arc unalter-
ably determined to do, we hope to rescue the servants of the Company
from that general prejudice which they have too long laboured under in
this country.
36.    The preceding paragraph was written previous to  the receipt
of >our letter of the 5th May 1781, wherein you acquaint us that Mr. Booth
having  withdrawn   himself  from  the   Presidency,   and   denied   that   he
possessed any knowledge of the facts on which he giounded his accusation
against the members of the Patna Council, you saw no just ground to
warrant the continuance of the prosecution, and that you had therefore
closed the subject with  their acquittal.    The reasons for stopping any
further enquiry are far from being satisfactory to us as the truth or false-
hood of some of the accusations might have been ascertained without the
evidence of Mr. Booth.   The collusive sale of the two houses, and of
the property sold to Mr. Bright's moonshy, must, if true, be matters of
public notoriety.   It was in your power to have had them valued upon